
                                                                                                                                                                                                
          
  

 Warren, Ohio 
 

M I N U T E S  
  

REGULAR MEETING 
WARREN CITY COUNCIL 

 
MAY 26, 2010 

  
CALL TO ORDER The regular meeting of Warren City Council was called to order by President of 

Council Robert A. Marchese in Warren City Council Chambers at 7:30 PM, 141 
South St. SE, Warren, Ohio. 

  
INVOCATION/PLEDGE    Helen Rucker, Councilman at Large, opened the meeting with prayer followed by 

the Pledge of Allegiance. 
    
ROLL CALL MEMBERS PRESENT:   Rucker, Dean, Dippolito, Novak, Brown, 

Morn, Flask, Saffold, Colbert, Sferra 
  
OFFICIALS                           Mayor O’Brien,  Law Director Hicks, Auditor Griffing 
PRESENT   Treasurer Homlitas   ABSENT:  Director Franklin  
 
DEPARTMENT HEADS  Chief Bowers, Chief Nussle, Brian Massucci for Gary Cicero, Bob Pinti,  Renee 

Cicero, Lisa Mazzochi, Sal DiLiello, Paul Makosky, Bob Davis 
ABSENT: Chris Stephenson, Tom Gaffney, Tom Angelo, Mike Keys 

     
    MRS. RUCKER:  Mr. President, I’d like to make a motion for a moment of silence 

for Captain Gilmore’s mother, Mrs. Lillie Brooks, Nick Pitini and all our veteran’s 
who served. 
 
Moment of silence observed by all in attendance. 
 
MRS. RUCKER:  Thank you. 

 
MOTION-ACCEPT Motion Rucker, second Novak to accept the minutes of the last meeting  
PREVIOUS MINUTES but dispense with reading of the same. VIVA VOCE:  Yes; 0 No.  Motion passed. 
     
 

REPORTS 
 
MAYOR MAYOR O’BRIEN:  Thank you very much Mr. President, Members of Council: 
 I just have one brief report.  If council has not received a copy of this and I was 

looking to see if they have not I wanted to report that the Warren Police 
Department did a high visibility traffic enforcement process May 19th, May 22nd 
and a total of 28 hours were used by the Warren Police Department and this is a 
grant for additional traffic enforcement approved by the work plan submitted by 
the Ohio Traffic office.  I’m here to say that the results of the blitz were:  2 of the 
IRS; 50 citations for speed; 11 citations for seat belt; 6 arrests for driving under 
suspension; other citations albeit duress; 1 capias and 1 warrant.  Again, this is the 
a grant used by the Ohio Traffic Safety office and it was the use of those grants 
and working in traffic areas on Elm Road just like always we have people that are 
complaining about lack of traffic enforcement.  It just so happens some of the 
complainers were picked up for speeding; those very same complainers.  So not 
that people shouldn’t continue to complain but the complainers should be also 
abiding by the law also.   

 
 I want to thank Councilwoman Rucker for mentioning those who have passed and 

again to Mrs. Gilmore, mother of Captain Janice Gilmore and the wife of former 
police officer, long time police officer Larry Gilmore, a tragic accident.  Lillie 
Brooks, miss Brooks on 2nd Street; her husband passed some 25 years ago, a 
prominent member of the Trumbull County/Warren community, Zip Brooks, Fred 
‘Zip’ Brooks, members like, old-time members like Al Novak and of course Dan 
Sferra who used to appoint Zip Brooks to committees and Dan Sferra, I would  
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suspect, I think was the Mayor when appointed Lillie Brooks to the Health Board.  
Lillie Brooks was the longest serving members of the Warren City Board of 
Health, 25 years and she obviously will be missed.    And the funeral, calling hours 
are tonight and the funeral will be tomorrow, 11 o’clock at Grace AME Church. 

 
 Also the and believe it or not, time has flown by, the 25th annual African-American 

Festival will be June 4th, 5th, and 6th in downtown Courthouse Square from 11 
AM to 11 PM.  It’s, it’s a very well attended festival.  I can’t believe Bob it’s been 
25 years and they have everything from singing from gospel, church gospel choirs 
to different talent shows, youth activities; it’s very well attended; June 4th, 5th, and 
6th in the Courthouse Square.  

 
 Also as everyone probably realizes banners across Market Street to banners in the 

downtown Courthouse Square to banners all over the amphitheater, the first River 
Rock at the Amp Saturday thanks to two local entrepreneurs, Ken Haidaris and 
Marty Cohen.  We have a exciting summer planned and thanks to dozens upon 
dozens of sponsors, local sponsors to make this concert series what it is.  So the 
first River Rock at the Amp is going to be this Saturday night and again I want to 
thank the Operations Department and the Engineering Department for working so 
closely with Mr. Haidaris and Mr. Marty Cohen.  Thank you.  

 
LAW DIRECTOR MR. HICKS:  Which one of those was the one short report?   No report, thank you. 
 
AUDITOR MR. GRIFFING:  Thank you Mr. President.  I’d just to make Council aware that at 

the next meeting will be a resolution accepting and adopting the tax budget, the 
first step in the annual process of preparing the budget for 2011.  Thank you Mr. 
President.    

 
TREASURER MR. HOMLITAS:  Thank you Mr. President.  No report this evening.   
    
 

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS 
 
POLICE CHIEF BOWERS:  Thank you Mr. President.  I’d just like everybody 

to know that yesterday we installed a twenty thousand dollar worth of 
equipment in one of our cruisers.  It’s a automatic license plate reader.  
This device is capable, in fact we tested it, we ran over 800 plates in 
less than an hour.  It’s two cameras mounted on a car.  You’ll probably 
see it; it’s on care 64.  They’re outside on the trunk, but it will actually 
read the plate to see if it’s wanted for anything rather the driver or the 
owner of the vehicle has a driver’s license, we can instantaneously put 
in a license plate number.  If someone pulls an armed robbery, we get a 
license number, it’s put in that unit and we got this free of charge under 
another grant program.  We have it for a year, after that of course, the 
catch is there is a maintenance fee next year.  I just wanted to share 
that.  Thank you. 

 
 PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  Thank you Chief.  Thank you for the 

guidance on that. 
 
 STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS 
 
STRATEGIC PLANNING MR. DEAN:  Thank you Mr. President.  No report, but the Strategic 

Planning Group did meet for their first organizational meeting.  They 
have a second meeting scheduled for June 14th which will be their first 
formal meeting and that’s under the chairmanship of John Robertson. 

 
COMMUNITY MRS. RUCKER:  Thank you Mr. President.  The Community 

Development Committee met Monday and we just finished our 
discussion on the Western Reserve building.  The report is on file with 
the clerk if anybody wants to see it.  

 
PUBLIC UTILITES MR. BROWN:  Thank you Mr. President.  I’d like to call a meeting of 

the Public Utilities Committee next Wednesday, June 2, 7 PM in the 
Council Chambers.  This is regarding a presentation by an organization 
Repower America.  They want to repower American with clean  
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electricity, energy efficiency and renewable clean energy.  They’d like 
to diversify our energy sources and try and jump start our economy.  
Help our dependence on foreign oil and if you’d like some more 
information on this prior to the meeting go to www.repowerameric.org.  
Sheila Klasovsky will be the presenter of that and possibly a member or 
two from Youngstown coming up from their Council and some various 
other people.  It should be interesting.  Thank you. 

 
 PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  They’ll be a lot of help. 
 
FINANCE MR. NOVAK:  Thank you Mr. President.  The Finance Committee met 

yesterday and reviewed the agenda for this evening’s meeting.  There 
were no recommendations made for the three drafts that are on the 
agenda for this evening.  I had hoped that Mr. Angelo would be here 
this evening to bring us copies of the two reports he had on the revenue 
and also the, how the rate study was going to be implemented and how 
long it was going to take.  I will call him in the morning and ask him to 
please send up some of those copies so that we have them cause we had 
to share copies yesterday in the meeting.  There only two copies of 
each of those.  Thank you Mr. President. 

 
 PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  Mayor, did you want to add to that? 
 
 MAYOR O’BRIEN:  Mr. Novak that meeting with Mr. Angelo for all 

intensive purposes, he was on his way to the meeting tonight.  
Something must have happened between home and here or wherever he 
was at before here.  So I apologize for that, but I’ll find out tomorrow 
morning if not I’ll find out tonight, but pass it on tomorrow.  Thank 
you. 

 
EDUCATION MISS SAFFOLD:  Thank you Mr. Chairman.  There was a meeting 

held at the Mocha House on May 22nd between City Council and the 
Board of Education and I would like to thank those members of the 
Council who were in attendance:  Miss Rucker, Miss Morn, Mr. 
Dippolito, Mr. Novak, Mr. Colbert and Mr. Marchese.  The entire 
Board of Education was in attendance as well as the Superintendent 
Miss Helwig.  Some of the highlights of that meeting included 
President Marchese suggesting that council and the Board of Education 
initiate a Lights On after school program and that a replacement for Mr. 
Klingeman be appointed as a liason between Council and the Board of 
Education.  I personally suggested that the city and the Board of 
Education collaborate on a summer playground program similar to the 
one that we had in the 70’s.   

 
Mr. Bellino, a member of the Board of Education, indicated that he and 
Mrs. Limperos had discussed with the Mayor that they were interested 
in a land swap meaning that they would be willing to give the City of 
Warren, Warren Western Reserve, the property as well as the property 
of Alden Elementary in return for three lots from Willard School and 
three lots that abut Jefferson School.  And that’s pretty much what 
happened at the meeting.  Thank you. 

 
  PUBLIC SPEAKING  
 
BARBARA LOOMIS, 1044 HARRISON NE, WARREN, OHIO:  My name’s Barbara Loomis.  
I’ve lived in Warren for 35 years.  The last time I spoke here was probably a little over a month ago 
and since then in our area we’ve had the double homicide.   We’ve had over five thousand dollars  
worth of damage done to cars in the parking lot of a business in our area and I’d like to emphasize 
where I live is maybe an eight block square from Woodland to St. Cyril and Laird to Logan, so it’s  
a very small area.  Probably count the domestic disputes, juveniles.  Last time I met with yourself and  
the Mayor and the Police Chief and I will say Michael’s been involved well I will say that today I  
was able to get a name and an address of one of the charming young women and they range in age  
from 16 to 10.  They’re up and down the streets, neighbor after neighbor after neighbor, just horrid,  
filthy mouth for no reason and you don’t need to approach them, cause they’ll approach you.  And  
this is just the beginning of summer, school isn’t even out yet.  So I imagine that things are only  
going to get worse.  There was some responses from police and I understand you’re short and you  
know that disturbances are low on the priority list and I understand that, but there’s going to be a 

http://www.repowerameric.org/
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problem that’s going to arise and there is going to be probably someone hurt because of it.  An  
incident this afternoon probably about 5:30 fourteen neighbors on four streets, two streets were out in 
their yard, you see how many got, I conned my husband in to coming, but other than that you keep, I  
can’t get cooperation for a neighborhood watch.  I can’t get help.  So I appreciate your listening; I  
appreciate your diligence and Officer Bowers with his, but like I said it’s young kids and it’s, if  
they’re not stopped now, they will be the next ones in a double homicide.  Thank you. 
 
  PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  Miss Loomis, did you find helpful last 

time we sat down as a group? The few of us, was that helpful to you? 
 
  MRS. LOOMIS:  It didn’t hurt. 
 
  PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  Would you like to do that again this 

evening?  I think that would be a good starting point. 
 
  MRS. LOOMIS:  (inaudible) 
 
  PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  Okay.  Well, hum, we, we will meet after 

the meeting is you’re willing to stay and I’ll ask the Police and Fire Chairman 
to come to that meeting as well as Miss Morn and Mr. Flask and Chief if 
you’re free to come by.  The Mayor had already told me he wanted to join us.  
Thank you Miss Loomis. 

 
 Our next speaker is Larry Dueber.  In fact Mr. Dueber, come to the meeting 

she’s having trouble getting a neighborhood block watch started.  You will 
help us with that. 

   
LARRY DUEBER, 1747 ESTABROOK NW, WARREN, OHIO:  I’ve know Barbara for a 
number of years and I know she’s had a small group and it’s hard to build up.  I realize that.   Larry 
Dueber, 1747 Eastabrook, northwest side of Warren.  Spoke last meeting on the charter issue.  I’m 
going to speak again on it.  I commend Councilman Novak and Dippolito for sponsoring this 
legislation.  I don’t think it’s an accident that close to 75% of the cities in the State of Ohio have 
charter government, many villages do.  We have a lot in our area, in this region that have gone to the 
charter and one of the things that’s central to the new comprehensive plan that this city has adopted is 
the issue of change.  Not just change for the sake of change, concrete change.  Change that is going to 
promote positive things for the community, and I think we’re at that place now.  A lot of good things 
happen; we have a lot of negative things happen.  When you have that you start to question.  You 
start to look at new ideas, new ways of doing things and I think this is the time.  This is a perfect time 
to do it.  I realize there are reservations on some of your parts; Council to accept this.  I would like 
you to think of something, this was put to me and I want to pass it along.  You can be opposed to 
something, but don’t be opposed to the point where you create a barrier that’s going to block the 
opportunity for the citizens to be able to look at it, to consider it.  If you put it on the ballot and 
enable those people who want to serve on the charter commission who want to run for that position to 
get their petitions out and then attend public meetings if you so desire and you can speak against it 
and give your reasons for that.  But don’t block it by not approving this ordinance when it gets to that 
point and I know you are going in to first reading.  Give the citizens of Warren the opportunity to 
look at it.  Is it perfect?  No.  No such animal exists.  I don’t care what government you’re talking 
about whether local, state or federal, there are problems in all levels.  But we’re looking for ways to 
do things differently and one other things; one other advantage I think we gain from this is it’s going 
to engage more citizens.  We have a lot of people who don’t pay much attention to what’s going on.  I 
think we’re seeing it with the neighborhood groups stepping up, other organizations stepping up.  I 
think you would get more citizens who would participate in government this way; who would run for 
the charter commission, who will offer ideas for improvements if the charter is in place because it can 
yearly be looked at and changes made.  You’ll get more people to participate that way; take an 
interest in it.  I ask you to look at this.  I know there will be committee meetings on it.  People will 
have the opportunity to speak.  Someone will come to neighborhood meetings.  You’ve already 
talked about it back there and we welcome that.  But don’t block, let the people actually have the 
opportunity to look at it closely.  Put it on the ballot and give the citizens of Warren that opportunity.  
Thank you Mr. President. 
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May 26, 2010 
 

SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE 
 
C-010-10  The 2009 Warren Police Department Annual Report. 
5-17-10 
   A copy of this report is in the Clerk’s office for your review. 
 
   REF:  All Council Members 
      

THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS ON FILE IN THE CLERK OF  
COUNCIL OFFICE. 

 
 
 LEGISLATION FOR FIRST READING 
 
DRAFT 3035 An ordinance for the purpose of:  directing the Trumbull County Board  
NOVEMBER BALLOT of Elections to place before the electors of the City of Warren, at a 
CITY OF WARREN  special election (General Election) to be held on Tuesday, November 2, 
CHARTER CITY?  2010, in accordance with Section 3501.01(D) of the Ohio Revised 

Code, the question “Shall a commission be chosen to frame a charter 
for the City of Warren?”; directing the Trumbull County Board of 
Elections, by and through said ballot, to provide for the election to said 
commission of no more than fifteen electors of the City of Warren and 
declaring an emergency. 

 
 Mr. Novak requests the clerk to read the title on Draft 3035 and place it 

in first reading. 
 
READ Clerk reads same. 
 
    REF:  Council as a Whole; Finance 
 
DRAFT 3036   An ordinance for the purpose of enacting a Section 171.155 (Income  
TAX INCENTIVE  Tax Incentive Program for that portion of the City of Warren not  
FOR BUSINESSES  located within the Downtown Business District) to the codified 
NOT LOCATED  ordinances of the City of Warren for the purpose of authorizing and 
DOWNTOWN  establishing an income tax incentive program relative to that portion of  

the City of Warren not located within the city’s downtown business 
district and declaring an emergency. 
 
Mr. Novak requests the clerk to read the title on Draft 3036 and place it 
in first reading. 

 
READ    Clerk reads same. 
 
    REF:  Finance 
 
    THIRD READING 
 
DRAFT 3015   An ordinance for the purpose of: authorizing the Mayor and the 
CITY MONIES TO   Director of Public Service and Safety to grant to Main Street Warren 
MAIN STREET    eighteen thousand dollars of city funds for use by Main Street Warren 
WARREN    consistent with Main Street Warren’s mission: appropriating monies  

therefore; and declaring an emergency. 
 

Mr. Flask requests the clerk to read the title on Draft 3015. 
 
READ    Clerk reads same. 
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MOTION TO TABLE Motion Flask, second Novak to table Draft 3015. 
 
ROLL CALL   YES:  Rucker, Dippolito, Novak, Brown, 
    Morn, Flask, Saffold, Colbert, Sferra 
 
    NO:  None. 
 
    ABSTAIN:  Dean 
 
MOTION PASSED  9 YES; 0 NO; 1 ABSTAIN.  Motion passed.  Draft 3015 is table. 
 
    

MISCELLANEOUS  7:55 PM 
   
MRS. RUCKER No comments other than to ask Council Members if anyone who is not 

on e-mail, everybody’s on?  Thank you. 
 
MR. DEAN Thank you Mr. President.  A few years back, I think there are only a 

few of us that were here when we had the privilege of watching a 
young man who’s name was Paul Warfield and all we ever heard about 
him was that he was bound for the NFL or he was bound for the 
American League and was going to end up in the Hall of Fame.  We 
thought that that was one of a kind and then along came a young kid 
whose name was Lloyd McCoy.  At 11 years old on the east side, that’s 
all they talked about.  A kid named Bones, absolute talent.  The adults 
would try to strike him out; they’d throw sliders at him and laugh at 
him when he realized how to pick up the seam of the ball coming at 
him; couldn’t do anything with him; they just respected him like that 
kid.  On April 13th someone who was never, ever going to achieve 
anything near what Lloyd McCoy Jr. achieve in 11 years picked up an 
AK-47 and fired 25 rounds in to an address on Wood Street.  An AK-
47, one round struck Lloyd in the back, 6 days later he died.  That was 
not the end of the life and legend of Lloyd McCoy.  There is a building 
that was dedicated last week and just as important I think were the 38 
kids who at the end of the school year would go out to a ball field and 
play football, flag football with each other and they played seriously.  
Lloyd McCoy always scored more touchdowns than anybody else and 
always got the most valuable player and this year those kids were 
planning to play that game and they always did, it was important to 
them.  People had donated jerseys with the number 86 and the Lloyd 
McCoy Bowl on the back of the jersey and Dick’s donated some 
footballs.  The word got out that there was some kind of organized 
game going on on Niles Road and that game couldn’t take place there.  
And up to the plate stepped Bob Faulkner and Katherine Hellwig and 
said we will make arrangements for you all to play that game in 
Harding Stadium. 

 
 Now I want to thank Doug Franklin who flipped every yard, every 

down marker to Marty Gargas, Chief, who held one 10 yard chain to 
Bob Faulkner who held the other for 5 games on Sunday.  Now this 
doesn’t seem much to most of us here, but to those 38 kids who could 
only dream some day of playing football in Mollenkopf Stadium, they 
had the time of their lives.  And for those of you where something 
happened when you were 10 or 11 years old that changed your life, 
these kids, 38 of them on this Sunday will never forget and to 
everybody who had a part in that I’m absolutely grateful and thanking 
you all.  Thank you Mr. President. 

 
MR. NOVAK Thank you Mr. President.  First I’d like to comment on the issue that 

our Chief of Police Bowers is basically begging for more officer, bring 
officers back.  I had a, an incident right before I was coming down here 
to the meeting, getting ready, my father I guess in a not thinking 
moment at 88, answered the front door and opened the door.  And this 
young gentleman was there and he says oh, I see you have a Howland 
Alarm System in your house.  And basically what he was there was to 
sell me a new alarm system and he said you see how bad the City of 
Warren is, how much crime there is.  The first thing I asked him was  
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are you registered to be out as a sales person in the City of Warren 
which he pulled his registration out, so I will commend him for that, 
but I explained to him we just had a lightening strike up further at the 
end of my street and it took my system out and I just replaced the 
whole system for 276 dollars.  I think this is something that 
unfortunately some people use this negative bad news as a drive to 
make a profit for themselves, but I think it also tells us that you know 
we have problems here.  The stabbing that took place over at 506 Hall 
Avenue, those two individuals were living over on Belmont NE when 
that neighborhood group had their rally and we were all over there 
attending.  They were having the same problems over there on Hall 
Avenue and that was selling drugs and running prostitutes in and out of 
the house and only God knows what in there.  And now we see what 
it’s come to; two people were stabbed and we have another 
neighborhood that’s in fear of what’s next.  So I would hope that we 
can look and see anywhere if we have available funds.  If we can keep 
asking for the federal marshals, the state marshals patrol, highway 
patrol, anyone that we can ask for help because I’m afraid we’re going 
to have a very, very hot bad summer.  I would hope that we can get that 
help.  It’s direly need.  So I don’t know what we have going on, but 
again I cautioned my father and I asked him, please don’t answer the 
door because I don’t know who this could have been.  It could have 
been somebody sticking a gun in our face and it can happen anywhere.  
 
Also too, I would like to remind everybody that the 31st will be the 25th 
anniversary of when the tornado went through our area here and we had 
quite a few people lost their lives and I would hope that we can 
remember those folks and that everyone please don’t forget to be at the 
ceremony starting at 9:30 on the bridge when the wreath is placed upon 
the waters of the Mahoning River and also the memorial service that 
will take place at the amphitheater because I constantly go to these 
events and it seems like we have less and less people that come there.  
And we cannot forget, we must honor those folks especially those that 
are no longer with us.  Thank you Mr. President. 

 
PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  Thank you Mr. Novak.  By way of what 
you were talking of before regarding the constant struggle of more and 
more funding, I’ve been reaching out and I don’t have this complete 
yet, but I’d like to set up this summer at their convenience, they’re 
obviously more busy than we are, Congressman Ryan, State 
Representative Letson and State Senator Cafaro in the same room.  And 
the squeaky wheels squeal in 2010 gets the grease and I think one of 
the things we have to do is quit being so humble and just say what we 
feel.  We need some help, so hopefully as that process nears some date 
that I can give you, hopefully we can sit down with all of them and 
Council can discuss some options particularly and in light of what Miss 
Loomis says, increased crime and things of  that nature. 
 
That’s in the works, we don’t have anything definite yet, but we intend 
to do that this summer. 

 
MR. BROWN Thank you Mr. President.  On Monday we had a clean-up/blight 

meeting across from the old Harding gymnasium and we had at least 50 
citizens show up for that meeting.  It was really encouraging.  I just 
want to thank Marly from the Tribune for putting the article in.  It 
helped a lot of those people know about the meeting.  I’d like to thank 
the Mayor and the Director, Sgt. O’Grady, Mr. Pinti, Mr. Keys, 
Commissioner Fuda and just happy to report that one of the first things 
from that meeting, that overgrown home was cleaned up today by 
prisoners under the direction of Chief Guarino from the county.  So 
thank you to everyone and we’re going to keep pounding away up there 
and try and stop the blight from going any further. 

 
MRS. SAFFOLD Thank you Mr. President.  I would like to thank the City of Warren 

administration for their willingness to assist the westside with 
emergency and when I say emergency, I mean emergency grass cutting  

 



5-26-10 
 

efforts this week, in particular the fire station on Palmyra Road.  The 
grass is knee high and the grass is almost waist high in the Westlawn 
area.  I rode by there today, so I thank you very much for your 
willingness to assist us.  

 
 Also there are several corner lots with grass so high it’s impossible to 

see oncoming traffic.  So we look forward to getting those areas cut as 
well.  Thank you. 

 
MR. COLBERT Thank you Mr. President.  Just a couple things real quick.  I wanted to 

thank the Northwest Neighborhood Association for a project they did 
over in the 7th Ward on McMyler Street; took care of a nuisance of a 
house as well as the bushes that have been a safety hazard for a while 
and also a ridiculous blight out there, ridiculous blight in the city for 
awhile and I want to thank them for taking care of that project.  And I 
also thank Marly for bringing the attention to the groups efforts by 
putting it in the paper. 

 
 About three weeks ago up in the Austin Village Apartments, a Pepsi 

vendor came to fix a machine and was attacked by a group of kids.  
Three weeks later roughly on Linda Drive in my ward a gentleman 
pulled in to his driveway to two youths asking him to mow his lawn in 
the rain and once he told those individuals ‘no’ he would take care of 
his own law, they assaulted him and robbed him. I went and I visited 
this gentleman.  This is bad.  They did a number on this guy.  And I 
remembered from Miss Loomis came before and spoke to us about the 
juveniles in her neighborhood that were causing havoc and I think 
that’s (inaudible) groups of juveniles that were congregating, 30, 40, 50 
individuals on a street corner (inaudible) Commerce and nine times out 
of ten they would be disbursed by gunfire.  We acknowledge in our 
individual conversations that one of our, one of our main sources of 
crime in the city is becoming our youth.  And we can sit back and let 
this happen and throw them to the legal system; let them sort it out or 
we can try to come together as leaders of the city Council, 
administration and clergy alike to do what we can to put a stop to this.  
To get to the parent to let them know that there are individuals out there 
that will help them with a child that they can’t control.  To let the 
grandparents know that there are programs and there are individuals out 
there that can help them if they’ve found themselves over, over ran by 
the children which they are raising.  These are our kids.  They are the 
future and it becomes a cliche, but one of the reasons I ran as I laid in 
bed thinking about my one year old and I thought who’s he going to 
play with?  Cause as I look out and I, and I see some of the behaviors 
that are being expressed it just; I’m 30 years old and it seems like times 
have changed drastically.  Our kids aren’t doing Dennis the Menace 
things as much anymore.  They’re going to jail.  They’re picking up 
guns and they’re robbing.  They’re making mistakes early in life that 
they can’t fix that will haunt them for the rest of their lives as they try 
to become successful adults.  And so I hope that with individuals 
coming and speaking to us there’s some of us here at Council, the 
administration specially the clergy also that we can get together on the 
same page whether it’s a public forum or, or whatever the ideas are that 
are out there.  But we cannot continue to let this go and throw our 
children to the legal system.  We have to try to intervene before this 
gets out of hand.  Thank you. 

 
 PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  Thank you Mr. Colbert and I would 

encourage that very theory that you have about a public forum and 
maybe we can get different segments of the community together to play 
a part in that.  I would encourage you to even do that as Police and Fire 
Chairman that would be good. 

 
 PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  Before we adjourn Miss Cicero I wanted 

to say to give Mr. Torres, Senior Torres, kudos, he went above and 
beyond and out of his way to answer a call for me in the evening which 
I thought was wonderful so it goes to show- 
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MRS. CICERO:  (Replies without use of the microphone) 
 
 PRESIDENT MARCHESE:  The other thing is I appreciate his and you 

know it’s a credit to you that your area, I wanted to tell you that 
because a lot of people think I don’t care about the city operations.  I do 
and Chief I wanted to pass on to you.   

 
 I had a most enjoyable luncheon the other day with the Police Chief of 

Parma.  I didn’t know Parma had 84,000 people.  I didn’t know they 
had 90 Policemen.  I thought Parma was a little small suburb of 
Cleveland, 12,000 people.  Hell it’s twice the size of us and he said 
something to the effect that you were a standup guy.  So whatever that 
means, it was a credit to you and I think we all know that. 

 
 MRS. RUCKER:  Thank you.  Don’t forget to attend the parade also 

and enjoy your holiday and be safe.  Council will retire to Wings on 
Mahoning Avenue.  Move to adjourn. 

 
  
 

ADJOURNMENT  8:11 PM 
 
MOTION FOR  Motion Rucker, second Novak to adjourn the meeting at 8:11 PM.   
ADJOURNMENT  VIVA VOCE:  ALL YES. Meeting is adjourned. 
             
dkn 
 
 

 
 
_______________________________________ 

      Robert A. Marchese, President of Council  
 
 
 
 
 
____________________________________   
Darla K. Neugebauer, Clerk of Council, C.M.C.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 


