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WARREN CITY COUNCIL

July 14, 2010

The regular meeting of Warren City Council was called to order by President of
Council Robert A. Marchese in Warren City Council Chambers at 7:30 PM, 141
South St. SE, Warren, Ohio.

Alford L. Novak, 2" Ward Councilman opened the meeting with prayer followed
by the Pledge of Allegiance.

MEMBERS PRESENT: Novak, Brown, Morn, Flask,
Saffold, Colbert, Sferra, Rucker, Dean, Dippolito

Mayor O’Brien, Law Director Hicks, Auditor Griffing
Treasurer Homlitas, Director Franklin

Chief Bowers, Chief Nussle, Gary Cicero, Bob Pinti, Lisa Mazzochi, Paul
Makosky, Mike Keys, Tom Angelo, Renee Cicero

ABSENT: Sal DiLiello, Chris Stephenson, Tom Gaffney

Motion Rucker, second Saffold to accept the minutes of the last meeting

but dispense with reading of the same. VIVA VOCE: All Yes; 0 No. Motion
passed.

REPORTS

MAYOR O’BRIEN: Thank you very much Mr. President. No report.
MR. HICKS: No report, thank you.

MR. GRIFFING: Thank you Mr. President. 1’d just like to request Council’s
support on Draft 3047 please. Thank you.

MR. HOMLITAS: Thank you Mr. President. No report.

MR. FRANKLIN: Thank you Mr. President. 1’d also like to ask for Council’s
support on Draft 3047. Thank you.

DEPARTMENT HEAD REPORTS

None.

July 14, 2010

SUMMARY OF CORRESPONDENCE

THERE IS NO NEW CORRESPONDENCE FOR THIS EVENING.

THIS CORRESPONDENCE IS ON FILE IN THE CLERK OF

COUNCIL OFFICE.
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PUBLIC SPEAKING 7:32 PM

PIERSON BUTCHER, JR., 1194 ADELAIDE SE, WARREN, OHIO: Pierson Butch Butcher,
1194 Adelaide SE, Warren, Ohio 44484. 1 got the chance to go to the northwest meeting over at Red
Cross and it was great and | think all of us here should attend the meeting that they all have over at
the Pamela Apartments this month, the 17" at 11 o’clock. 1 think it’s good for us all to be there. It
shows our strength; you get strength in numbers.

Also Councilman Colbert caught me mowing the yard up on the northwest side. The guy that | was
mowing the yard for was the type of guy, well why should I fix this up? 1’m up here on the
northwest. 1’m mowing his yard. | did some things for him. Now, he’s going to start painting his
roof, fixing up the front of his building cause it’s coming in to town. It’s right down from Larry’s
Pawn; Southern Blvd. and West Market. So that’s a start.

Right over here the US Gas Mart, | talked to him about the devil strips; now he’s pulled all of his
rocks out of there, most of them. He’s plantin’ flowers around there and what we did on the Warren
Blvd., Diane Sauer’s called me and thanked me, she was out of town for four days. They were taking
pictures of us over there while we were doing that down at the corner of Chestnut and South Street.
And they was really appreciative and the owner of McDonald’s; | cut some weeds over there after we
left there and he was very appreciative. So | want to thank everybody that was out that day, the 26"
and I’ve been going to the southeast meeting. | want to get to go to the southwest and see what all’s
going down there and help them. Thank you.

LYNN PARKER, 1816 IRENE NE, WARREN, OHIO: Hi, my name’s Lynn Parker. 1 live at
1816 Irene Avenue NE and that’s inside the City of Warren, a wonderful place to live. One thing that
I’m going to say tonight and I’m very grateful to everybody in the City of Warren; people that paid
their income taxes this year to the city since the collections were up enough, we were able to get two
officers back to work. 1’m so grateful for that fact that people paid their taxes this year and we will
find the money and I do hope that everybody that’s in City Council will vote ‘yes’ and make it a
unanimous vote to show that City Council supports our Police Department as much as the majority of
the citizens of Warren support their Police Department and City Council. We wish everybody was
working so everybody could get back to work. We wish everything would get better; maybe they
will, maybe they won’t. But I’m hoping that the two officers that we do get back are two good guys.
There’re two good guys. They two guys that are ready to come back right now are two good officers
and they deserve a full-time permanent recall not just till the first of the year and go back out the
door. We need every officer back and we can get back here. If I hit the lottery tonight, which I’m
trying, I’ll be here tomorrow morning with a check to bring more officers back. 1’ll make sure that
they come back. That’s how serious | am about that. | would rather have them on the streets, than
me on the streets where people like me. And you all know that I’m semi-law-abiding so | appreciate
it. 1 appreciate City Council supporting the legislation. | appreciate the Mayor and him and | don’t
always agree on everything. But this is one thing | do agree with him with. I’m glad that he was able
to work with everybody to get the two officers back and I’m glad the chief has two more guys that he
can put on the streets. Thank you very much. Have a good evening.

STANDING COMMITTEE REPORTS

POLICE & FIRE MR. COLBERT: Thank you Mr. President. I’d just like to ask
Council’s support for all three pieces of legislation on the agenda
tonight. Thank you Mr. President.

STRATEGIC PLANNING MR. DEAN: Thank you Mr. President. No report, but just a reminder
of the announcement that Mr. Robertson made this evening, that the
group will meet on July 20™ at 6 PM. Thank you Mr. President.

COMMUNITY MRS. RUCKER: Thank you Mr. President. The deadline for

DEVELOPMENT applications for the 2011 Block Grant is Friday, July 30™ at 4 PM. And
all Council CD Members, you need to turn in your choices to John May
at the CD Department as soon as possible.

We also met with Mr. Stan Umpleby from the Ohio Municipal League
to talk about charter government at a training session. We had a good
turnout; a lot of good questions and I just like to thank all the Council
Members who were there, also Mr. Hicks for his input, that was very
vital. Tony lannucci was there, Mr. Keys was there, Mr. Homlitas and
various citizens and any department heads that | failed to mention.
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Thank you all for being a part of that. We will still plan another
training session with the Ohio Municipal League soon.

Council had its first in-service training session at the Comfort Inn
Saturday morning. We had a lot of input. We worked on our Council
rules and procedures for holding a meeting. Thank you Mr. President.

MR. NOVAK: Thank you Mr. President. The Finance Committee met
yesterday at 5 PM in the Caucus Room to review the agenda for today’s
meeting and their recommendation from the Finance Committee for
passage on Draft 3047. Thank you Mr. President.

SPECIAL COMMITTEE REPORTS

None.

MR. NOVAK: Yes, thank you Mr. President. 1’d just would like to
announce pertaining to the Ad Hoc Charter Committee that | have
scheduled next Wednesday at 7PM here in Council Chambers at
neighborhood meeting, city-wide to discuss the charter and related
issues. Thank you Mr. President.

PRESIDENT MARCHESE: Thank you Mr. Novak and the Clerk will
put that out. Very good.

LEGISLATION FOR PASSAGE

An ordinance for the purpose of authorizing the Director of Public
Service and Safety to enter into a modification agreement with the
Board of Trumbull County Commissioners relative to the current
agreement for the city’s usage of the Trumbull County Jail and
declaring an emergency.

Mr. Colbert requests the clerk to read the title on Draft 3046.
Clerk reads same.

Motion Colbert, second Novak to suspend the rules requiring three
readings on Draft 3041.

YES: Novak, Brown, Morn, Flask, Saffold,
Colbert, Sferra, Rucker, Dean, Dippolito

NO: None.

10 YES; 0 NO. Motion passed.

Motion Colbert, second Novak to pass Draft 3046.
REMARKS

MAYOR O’BRIEN: Thank you Mr. President, Members of Council:
For those Members of Council that were here last year this originated
with a 15-minute conversation with the sheriff a year and a half ago,
well probably 8, 19months ago regarding assistance from the county to
the city to modify the jail contract; also met with county commissioners
along with the sheriff. Two months ago had a conversation with
County Auditor Adrian Biviano and that with County Auditor Biviano,
Commissioner Fuda, Commissioner Polivka, Commissioner Heltzel
and again they were in agreement unanimously to modify the contract
or keep the same contract in tact. This results in a 211,000 savings, so
you know 422,000 savings in two years from the original contract so |
think it’s very generous of the county commissioners and the county
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auditor to give us that discount for the jail operations. Thank you Mr.
President.

YES: Novak, Brown, Morn, Flask, Saffold,
Colbert, Sferra, Rucker, Dean, Dippolito

NO: None.

10 YES; 0 NO. Motion passed. Draft 3046 is now ORD. 12282/10.

An ordinance for the purpose of: appropriating from the
unappropriated, anticipated 2010 revenue of the Environmental
Services Fund; appropriating from the unappropriated, unencumbered
2009 balance of the Water Revenue Fund; transferring within the
general fund, and declaring an emergency.

Mr. Novak requests the clerk to read the title on Draft 3047.
Clerk reads same.

Motion Novak, second Dippolito to suspend three readings on Draft
3047.

YES: Novak, Brown, Morn, Flask, Saffold,
Colbert, Sferra, Dean, Dippolito

NO: Rucker

9 YES; 1 NO. Motion passed.

Motion Novak, second Dippolito to pass Draft 3047.
REMARKS

MR. NOVAK: Thank you Mr. President. 1’m sure everyone realizes
how important this transfer and appropriation ordinance is with being
able to bring back two officers with what we had offered to us
especially with the ongoing VGRIP and what the task force is going
that we can have additional participation. Also too, we will have some
money available to do some grass cutting to try to get caught up. We
can’t depend totally on the inmates to try to keep up with the thousands
of empty lots and bankruptcy houses that we have. But | would hope
that after we get our 3" quarter report that we can scutinize

the budget and | would hope and pray and we can next look at bringing
back some firemen to get our outlying stations open even if it’s on an
alternative basis. But that must be our goal next is bringing some
firemen back, it’s sorely needed also. Thank you Mr. President.

MS. RUCKER: Thank you Mr. President. I’m not supporting this
legislation not because | don’t believe that we should not bring police
officers back. 1 feel as strong as all of you do that we should be
bringing police officers back when we can. However, I’m not
supporting us gauging another department. We all saw what happened
with the Water and the Wastewater Department when we did that and
this robbing ‘peter to pay paul’ method just to me needs to stop. It puts
the job security of all our employees in jeopardy. Now, when the
question was asked how will we pay these officers and these employees
coming back in January, which is only five months from now, no
answer was given and | thought that should have happened. Now the
truck that’s slatted to buy and the studies that we’re voting for tonight
and even the grass cutting was met with long discussion and planning.
But this subject wasn’t and so to ask officers; | remember the emotion
before this started, to me this is how we got in trouble in the first place
when we said, don’t hire police and fire and we did it anyway and then
we got in trouble. And it seems to me like we’re going it all over again
and so while I am opposing this, | feel that we should stick to our
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budget and wait these next five months and see where we stand in
January to bring our people back to work so that they can stay at work;
and not put their lives and their families in jeopardy by putting them in
the position that they may be facing another layoff. That’s just my
opinion and that’s why I’m not supporting this. Thank you Mr.
President.

YES: Novak, Brown, Morn, Flask, Saffold,
Colbert, Sferra, Dean, Dippolito

NO: Rucker

9 YES; 1 NO. Motion passed. Draft 3047 is now ORD.12283/10.

An ordinance for the purpose of authorizing the Mayor and Director
of Public Service and Safety to advertise for bids and enter into
contract for the replacement and upgrades of the self contained breath-
ing apparatus and the apparatus exhaust system for the central fire
station, station #5, and station #6 and declaring an emergency.

Mr. Colbert requests the clerk to read the title on Draft 3048.
Clerk reads same.

Motion Colbert, second Novak to suspend the rule requiring three
readings on Draft 3048.

YES: Novak, Brown, Morn, Flask, Saffold,
Colbert, Sferra, Rucker, Dean, Dippolito

NO: None.
10 YES; 0 NO. Motion passed.

Motion Colbert, second Dippolito to pass Draft 3048.

REMARKS

MR. COLBERT: Thank you Mr. President. This is one of two grants
in which the Fire Department looking to receive this year. There’s
another larger grant out there that we’re hoping to receive word back
on, the Shaffer Grant and hopefully that does come through. It will be
able to answer some of the questions with our Fire Department. And |
will be speaking with the chief in the upcoming days to hopefully get
Council as well as the public a report, or an indication of where we
currently stand in regards to that grant. Thank you Mr. President.

YES: Novak, Brown, Morn, Flask, Saffold,
Colbert, Sferra, Rucker, Dean, Dippolito

NO: None.

10 YES; 0 NO. Motion passed. Draft 3048 is now ORD. 12284/10.

SECOND READING

An ordinance for the purpose of authorizing the Mayor and Director of
Public Service and Safety, on behalf of the City of Warren, to enter into
agreement(s) with the Ohio Water/Wastewater Agency Response
Network (WARN) for the purpose of sharing resources and to assist
each other in the form of personnel, equipment, materials and supplies
in the event of emergencies that may disrupt utility services;
authorizing the Mayor and the Director of Public Service and Safety to
complete and file the City of Warren’s new member registration form
for such membership and declaring an emergency.
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Mr. Sferra requests the clerk to read the title on Draft 3040 and place it
in second reading.

MISCELLANEQUS 7:51 PM

Thank you Mr. President. | would just like to thank all of our
neighborhood groups and all of those folks again that make an effort
that go next door or across the street and cut that lawn at that
foreclosure house or weed-whack the weeds or pick up trash. Again, as
I said before a lot of the people don’t realize how many folks there are
that do that and don’t ask for anything for it or are never recognized.
But it’s important and I think it is wonderful with our groups the way
they’ve grown and they’re out and doing this. It’s hard to get people to
work for free, but I think its self-satisfaction and it’s pride in your city
that you do that. So if anybody needs any experience doing that, get
ahold of those groups or give me a call in the morning. My one son
and I will be out in the morning trying to beat the rain on Friday. So,
thank you Mr. President.

DIRECTOR FRANKLIN: Thank you Mr. President. | just wanted to
piggyback on what Councilman Novak was just talking about, because
the Mayor didn’t have a report it threw me off. 1’d also like to thank
the Northwest Neighborhood Association for the favor they did
regarding the Cal Ripken Tournament. We knew we were going to
have a lot of out of town guests in town and they sort of helped with
patrolling the neighborhood and make sure no car vandalism took
place. So I thank them personally but I wanted to thank them on the
record. We really appreciate all that you’re doing. Thank you Mr.
President.

MAYOR O’BRIEN: Thank you Mr. President. Because | get pressure
from Law Director Hicks | don’t give report, but anyway as the
Director has mentioned, | too, want to offer my sincere thanks to the
Northwest Neighborhood Association for the diligence at the Cal
Ripken Tournament. The organizer of the Cal Ripken Tournament
reported to me that throughout the weekend your very vigilant and
throughout the whole tournament in the park, outside the park and it
was very much appreciated by the organizers as well as people from
out of town, from the Columbus area, Fairfield area and Dayton area.
We were fortunate, the, it was a very successful Cal Ripken
Tournament. The state officials were very impressed and they were
very impressed with your work and your efforts with the neighborhood
association. So again, thank you very much and we’ll be there
Saturday.

Thank you Mr. President. | would just like thank Director Franklin and
manager Cicero for putting the dumpster up at the corner again on
Genesee. (inaudible) and probably one or two more dumpster lots and
we’ll have all that, the tree limps and trash out of there, appreciate that.
Thank you.

Thank you Mr. President. 1’d like to extend on the grass cutting. 1’d
really like to thank Mr. Butcher, he’s really been a God-send to the 4™
Ward. Thank you doesn’t seem enough. He has done so much and
unfortunately now I’ve got to share him with the rest of the city. He’s
done a phenomenal job in my ward. Thank you Mr. Butcher.

Thank you Mr. President. First | would just like to welcome the all
season thrift store on to Youngstown Road in the 5™ Ward; one more
vacant building filled. And along with the Northwest Neighborhood
Association for the work they did with the tournament. We need to
commend the organizers of the tournament themselves and the city
employees and all of the work that they’ve done. | was there for one of
the games between Warren and Fairfield. Fairfield had absolutely
nothing but wonderful things to say about the City of Warren and how
they were treated and were extremely impressed with this. It needs to
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be said that this was a vision, the youth tournament and the youth
organization combining if everybody recalls just a few years ago there
was there leagues in this city being McKinley, the Warren City League
and Burbank. And they have all combined and it has been nothing but
fantastic | believe for those children and for everybody involved. So
thank you to the operations and anybody else in the city that had any
involvement with that. Thank you.

Thank you Mr. President. Speaking of grass cutting, Mr. Butcher you
are more than welcome in the 6" Ward anytime you’d like to come
over. The 6™ Ward held it’s monthly ward meeting June 22™ at Second
Baptist Church and there were roughly 60 residents or so Warren
residents in attendance and the topic was ‘Does Warren need a Charter
Government?’ | believe that it was very successful. The residents
asked a lot of pertinent questions to Mr. Dan Crouse who was there to
address the issue. So | would like to thank my ward, I have a couple
here in attendance who were there. Thank you very much. We
appreciate you helping us out there.

Also | would like to make the administration and Mr. Pinti aware of the
fact that the houses that have been demolished in my ward, there has
been no cleanup in most of those instances. When you ride past those
houses that have been torn down what you see is a large crater with all
types of debris and garbage out there. So I don’t know if you all were
aware of that or not. Thank you Mr. President.

Thank you Mr. President. With the 7" Ward had a meeting also in
regard to the upcoming vote we have on charter. 1’d also like to thank
Mr. Crouse, Mr. Nuzzi, as well as representative from our ward that
represented us on the ad hoc committee Miss Shirley Brady for coming
and answering some of the questions from the constituents. The only
things | ask is that we continue to stay involved as a citizenry; stay
involved in this and stay informed on what we’re doing going forward.

A report from the neighborhood liaison committee. | don’t think we
got to talk about it on June 26" we did a, there was a neighborhood
cleanup done on Warren Boulevard there and I think it was very
successful and as Mr. Butcher has stated. But the one thing that I’d like
to state from that is that in that cleanup not only did we have members
from all over the city, but we had representatives from groups, from the
neighborhood groups from all four corners of the city. This was not
something of just one side of the town working on one side of the town.
Four to five neighborhood groups that stretch across this city from the
northeast, west and the south side all came together to do this project
and I just want to commend them for their efforts and hope that they
can continue those efforts in the future. Thank you Mr. President.

Thank you Mr. President. Yesterday Mr. Pinti said something in the
meeting that has just stayed on my mind when we were talking about
the grass cutting and he was saying that about the citizen involvement
and citizens cutting grass was such crucial part, and I’d just like to
throw this idea out to Council Members and the administration that can
we think about some type of way or some incentive or recognition of
these citizens who do this. We do mention their names here on council,
but I think we can do a little bit more, like maybe part of our
beautification program, bring that back or something. So kind of think
of what we could do. Thank you Mr. President.

Thank you Mr. President. | was thinking earlier this week of the time
that Council Member Barkley was here. He got to be one of my better
friends but privately he would tell me often that there were some things
that | was passionate about and sometimes you didn’t know if it was
constructive criticism or just plain criticism. And he finally said it one
day sitting over there in public and the two at large Council Members
beside me at that time were Council Member Fonce and Council
Member Romain and kind of out of the corner of their eye they kind of
gave me that look like *are you going to take that?’ and I said to
myself you know | am passionate about what he’s talking about. |

m



7-14-10

passionate about the military. 1’m passionate about veterans. I’'m
passionate about Warren, Ohio.

Not too long ago Paul Warfield the Hall of Famer was at the A. Phillip
Randolph Banquet and Doug will tell you he told a number of baseball
stories. One of the stories he reminded us of, he and | were both
sixteen playing for the American Legion and we made the Ohio All-
Star Team and our first game was down in Louisville and yeah we were
from Warren, Ohio so the rest of the big time, Cincinnati, Columbus,
Toledo, big time guys; they kind of treated us like we were from the
country. So when they were announced. They announced their
position, their name, where they were in the batting order. These guys
bragged about their average, so that’s what they put on their lineup
card. When it came my turn I put Warren, Ohio at the end of it and
Paul wrote Warren, Ohio, and we could see the giggling down at the
end of the bench. Paul led off that game with a line drive that cleared a
4-10 center field fence by about 30 feet and | came behind him and just
made it over the left field wall inside the flagpole. The score was 2 to 0
in the 5™ inning when Paul got on and he smoked one right over the
right field fence and right behind him again over left field fence. That
score was 4-0 and when we picked up our gear Paul had to through a
grin on his face and he said when we get to Knoxville, they won’t be
laughing. When we got to Knoxville all fifteen ball players inserted the
name of their town in the batting order.

Now | say that because as the Tribune had once described it in the
airways someone said that people were laughing at us. Someone said
here in this chambers that people were laughing at us. Now | want to
tell you, I get about a little bit. 1’m a member of a number of boards; a
number of activities. 1’m on the board of Main Street. 1’m on the
board of the African-American Achievers. I’m a member of the
Jefferson Club. I’m a member of the Robert Deliberating Club. I’'m a
member of the VFW. 1I’m a member of the American Legion. Now
just in the last few weeks or so I’ve attended a number of churches;
Grace AME, New Jerusalem, Grace Fellowship, St. James, North Mar,
Agathe, just to name a few and | do that because one of the things I
guess is a chance to get feedback and the Mayor will tell you every
Sunday morning | sit with a group of guys; two are doctors; one’s a
lawyer; one guy’s a retired GM worker; a couple of them own property
in this city; a lot of feedback every Sunday morning. Every
Wednesday morning | deliver Meals On Wheels. If you want
unfiltered feedback deliver Meals On Wheels to people who don’t have
a whole lot of people to talk to. Now | have an ear for laughter. My
office was on the 17" floor in a building right in the heart of the City of
Cleveland. So I hear a lot about the river that was on fire. Now | can
tell you nobody was laughing when one of our police officers and Doug
Franklin and | were watching receive the key to the city from
Youngstown. Nobody was laughing when the governor of this state
passed a gavel to me as chair of the largest nursing home in the
country; 512 members at Sandusky, 300 at Mt. Cora. Nobody was
laughing when the President of the United States hugged Doug
Franklin’s children in the White House passing on his awards.

DIRECTOR FRANKLIN: Doug Hipple’s.
MR. DEAN: Doug Hipple’s, I’'m sorry.
DIRECTOR FRANKLIN: My children are too big.

MR. DEAN: | would also say to those who don’t fully understand the
change of command as it flows in the Police Department. The chain
flows from the most junior officer in the Police Department up to Doug
Franklin. It also flows from Doug Franklin down to the most junior
officer in the Police Department. 1’ve yet to hear anybody in this city
laughing at Doug Franklin. | think Doug Franklin is one of the most
respected officials in this city if not the most in this city. So I would
hear that anyone who hears this silly outburst and some kind of
laughter at our city or our people, or our Police Department or our
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Safety-Service Director. Tell them the story about Paul Warfield and
remind them what happened to those who had no reason to laugh.
Thank you.

Thank you Mr. President. I’ll just restate a few comments | made
yesterday at the Finance meeting dealing with suggesting that the
administration maybe take a drive down Dunstan and the lower end
coming from Tod Avenue that’s the area where the exit to the new
school is and that sidewalk on the right hand side is practically covered,
you can’t even see the sidewalk. There’s people walking or parking
there which I think will become a problem if we have our students
running up and down and I’'m sure the neighbors in the area are going
to be unhappy if they can’t park. They’ve been doing it for a number
of years. | think it, make sure somebody in the Health Department,
Police official or somebody of that nature and 1I’m sure they’ll see what
I’m talking about and probably do something with it, appreciate it.
Thank you Mr. President.

PRESIDENT MARCHESE: Thank you Mr. Dippolito and I’m sure the
Director will solve it. Before we adjourn we want to say ‘hi’ to our
State Representative Mr. Tom Letson, Tom thank you for coming.

MS. RUCKER: Thank you Mr. President. Council is adjourned to the
Horseshoe. Thank you Mr. President.

Motion Rucker, second Novak to adjourn the meeting at 8:07 PM.

MEETING ADJOURNED AT 8:07 PM

Robert A. Marchese, President of Council

Darla K. Neugebauer, Clerk of Council, C.M.C.







